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The Archival Institution and Training in France Today:
From the Perspective of a Student of the Ecole nationale des chartes
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To be a student in archival science France today, in the Ecole nationale des chartes,
what is it like? It's really not an easy question. The archival system in France dates
back to the French Revolution: in 1790, national archives are created; in 1796, local
archives (nowadays departmental archives) are created. It is a very centralized and
organized system, very complex too. In 1821, the Ecole nationale des chartes is founded
to train professionals able to explore all the archives seized during the Revolution,
mainly from the royal institutions and the Church. In France, two main scales exist in
archives: national scale of archives and local scales of archives (regional, departmental,
municipal archives). Nowadays, the world is changing very quickly. The big challenge
in the archival world is the digital transformation; it's at the heart of the common
strategic framework for the archives modernization (2020-2024), the result of the work
carried out by the Interministerial Committee for the Archives of France, the higher
authority in French public archives services. A student must adapt himself
permanently; the training is four years long, changes go on.

About the archivist formation, you must make the distinction between the diploma
from the Ecole des chartes (“archiviste paléographe”), the administrative body of
heritage curators and the profession of archivist; you can find job descriptions in the
Association of French archivists and on the website FranceArchives. The Ecole des
Chartes is the most prestigious way to become a heritage curator in archives. The
teachings are mainly paleography (to read ancient documents), medieval, modern and
contemporary FranceArchives history of books: the students become heritage curators
in archives or in libraries, university professors, mainly. But new teachings appeared
these last years, as digital humanities. The archivist must be able to manage physical
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and digital collections, and be aware of the importance of archives in our society where
information is widely spread. Other archivist trainings exist all over the country;
among the more ancient and renowned, is the University of Angers. A student must be
very polyvalent and aware of professional challenges; in the Ecole des chartes, every
student must also work on a research topic, so it's important to manage to be good at a
lot of subjects, to be a researcher and to be ready to be an archivist. The professors
from the Ecole des chartes too are thinking of all these challenges and try to adapt
their teachings, to make the link between historical sciences and information sciences,
science and technique, theory and practice.
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A Study on the Establishment of Archives and the Access to Information
System: A Case Study of Osaka City

WA W

Akihiko Sakamoto

- F
SCEAERE, SO, A

records management, archives, information disclosure
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The government enforced the Act on Access to Information Held by Administrative
Organs in 2001. Local governments responded to the Access to Information system
before and after the 2001 law went into effect. The archives that opened around this
time included that system. Among those, this paper focuses on the case of the Osaka
City Archives, which were opened in 1988. That city attempted to solve the challenges
of document preservation and access to information by opening the archives. However,
20 years after the opening of the archives, the access to information function was
separated. That points to the fact that the archives and the access to information
function were incompatible in Osaka City. This case is presented as a reference for local
governments opening archives in response to the Public Records and Archives
Management Act.
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The Relationship Between Introducing Microfilm in the Central
Ministries and Documents: Case of the Ministry of Agriculture and
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This paper considers the relationship between introducing microfilm and related
document organization in the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry and Fisheries
(MAFF) and transferring the documents to the National Archives.

MAFF’s document management system, MAFF’s microfilm-related rules, installing
microfilm in the central ministries, and the standards and procedures applicable to the
document transfers to the National Archives are introduced.
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The contents and metadata of the documents transferred by MAFF from 1984 to
1999 were determined, following which the documents were recorded on microfilm. The
microfilmed records of the documents’ content allowed for ease of arranging and
comprehending it.

It can be concluded that the installation of the microfilm system promoted document
organization in MAFF and facilitated the transfer of documents to the National
Archives.
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A Study on the Position of Case Records in Archives:
Based on an Analysis of the Tsukui Welfare Office’s Documents
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The Kanagawa Prefecture Tsukui Welfare Office was an administrative agency of
Kanagawa Prefecture that existed from 1951 to 2007 for such public assistance. This
paper examines the position of case records as historical archives in the archives by
identifying materials originating from the Tsukui Welfare Office from the historical
archives in the Kanagawa Prefectural Archives, classifying the materials based on
operational analysis, and examining case records, which are records of assistance in the
field of social welfare.

This paper defines four types of records based on the Public Assistance Law as case

records and clarifies the position of case records based on the functions of the welfare
office and the characteristics of the materials. The paper also examines the status of
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document management at the welfare office through the inspection of the case records
and points out some issues in the identification of the documents at the time of transfer
to the archives.
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